What to expect @ Bhigwan {Kk S

‘Bharatpur of Maharashtra’

Rafig Somani, march 19, 2022, 4 pm
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Number of Bird species found at Bhigwan (eBird) 1

https://ebird.org/printableList?regionCode=L2814614&yr=all&m=

The backwater of Bhigwan Lake is formed due to the
construction of a Dam (Ujjani dam) on the Bhima river.
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https://ebird.org/printableList?regionCode=L2814614&yr=all&m=

A total of 77 species of migratory birds are seen
@Bhigwan.
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The World's Most
Incredible Bird Migrations

Longest annual migration distances
recorded for bird species”

Arctic Tern
96,0|(()0/ 60,000
Sooty Shearwater m/mi
64,000/40,000
Short-tailed Shearwater
43,000/27,000

Northern Wheater
30,000/18,000

Pectoral Sandpiper
30,000/18,000
Pied Wheater
[ 18,000/ 11,000
Adélie Penguin
18,000/11,000

Greater Flamingo



How to Identify Birds? m

1. Physical feature ( Size, shape, colour etc.)
2. Behaviour ( Flight/gait, Feeding etc.)

3. Habitat ( Wetland, Vegetation)

4. Season ( Winter, summer, monsoon)

5. Calls



Water Bird Anatomy
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Common Greenshank Marsh Sandpiper

(*here tucked) <<gna Thick, upcurved

e .. andlong bill

Wood Sandpiper

Longer neck*

(*here tucked) .
- Compact bill
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i} Common Sandpiper

Short necked/
Crouched appearance

Tail projects beyond w1ngs
7

Relatively compact

bill

Looks “longer”,
Heavier on the
hind-body  _
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Confused with: Greéﬂ Sandpiper, Wood Sandpiper



Behaviour: Foraging
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Generalist Insect catching Surface skimming Scything
=y =
Grain eating Coniferous-seed eating Probing Filter feeding
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Nectar feeding Fruit eating Aerial fishing Pursuit fishing
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Chiseling Dip netting Scavenging Raptorial




Behaviour: Foraging

Probing * Filter Feeding

Rafiq Somani Rafig Somani
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Raptorial

Dip Netting




Wetland Habitat

= Wading — Waterbirds mostly have long legs, and
they habitually wade through water bodies e.g.,
Flamingos, Cranes, Herons, Egrets, Storks,
Spoonbills, Stilts, Ibises, etc.

= Edge of water
— Sandpipers, Wagtails, Kingfishers, etc.

= Swimming
— Ducks, Grebes, Coots, etc.
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Greater Flamingo

Their bent bills allow them to feed on —plankton, tiny fish, shrimps...



eBird lan Davies

Lesser Flamingo

The smallest flamingo with a long and very dark tricolored bill & red legs
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Group of Flamingos called “Flamboyance”
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Painted Stork

They are large waders with distinctive pink flight feathers with a heavy yellow beak




Painted Stork Rafiq Somani




Asian Openbill




Gets its name from the distinctive gap in the dull grayish-yellow bill. Has Pinkish legs.
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Quite common in wetlands. Stands quietly in or at the edge of the water.
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Has long, slender snake-like neck and large pointed beak.
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Large white wading bird with a spatula for a bill. Adult has a short crest.



Black-headed Ibis

- — -
Large white body wading bird with black head and neck.




Glossy Ibis —

Has a long and curved bill. Adults are mostly dark with iridescent green and reddish tones.
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Red-naped Ibis
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Mid size Ibis with bluish-green sheen. Crown and nape covered in red warts
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Little Cormorant Indian Cormorant Great Cormorant

Rectangular ' e : Large
ge, thick )
Short\beak /forehead beak | Angular head

—










Little Egret . N
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Habits: Found around water bodies; skillful fisher. Identified by yellow ‘socks’



Indian Pond Heron

— Breeding Plumage
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Black-crowned Night Heron
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Stocky heron with neck usually tucked in, black cap and back, and red eyes.



BlaCk—Winged Stilt Rafiq Somani

' Elegant shape, pied plumage, long pihk legs, and long and fine bill




Brown—he aded Gull Rafiq Somani

— nonbreeding adult

Breeding adult has chocolate milk colour head. NB has a dark ear patch



Black-headed Gull

Breeding adult has dark brown (not black) hood, red bill and legs
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Whiskered Tern g

— nonbreeding adult
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Small buoyant tern, NB adult has silvery gray body with faded cap



Is slaty black with a white bill and forehead shield. Has big feet with lobed toes
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Common Coot

Breeding pairs are highly territorial but nonbreeding flocks can number in hundreds.
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Eurasian Wigeon

-

Rufous head with buffy forehead, pearly gray body, and pinkish breast.



Ruddy Shelduck
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Bright ruddy overall with pale creamy head and neck. Male has black neck ring
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Lesser Whistling Duck




Indian Spot-billed Duck
~ -

Common residents duck with a yellow—tlpped black bill & a red spot at the base.
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Gadwall

Brownish with a black posterior with white patches in rear seen during flight.
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Little Grebe

Small & compact waterbird with a pointed bill with rich rufous neck




BlaCk—tailed GO dWit Rafiq Somani

— nonbreeding adult

Has a long pink-based bill. Breeding has plumage rusty head & breast.




In flight shows bold white wing stripe, white rump, and black tail
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Bar-headed Goose
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Has bold black & white head and neck pattern. Orangey-yellow bill & legs




Northern Shoveler

Huge spoon shape bill. Breeding male has a dark green head & white breast.



Red-wattled Lapwing

NOlsy bird, umque call dld he do it’. Black breast throat red bhill with whlte tlp



Purple Swamphen | . \ : ‘Rafiq Somani
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Electric blue back and wings, a heavy bill with snow-white throat patch




Bhigwan Birding Tips & Guidelines

« Carry Binoculars and Zoom camera (if available)

*  Wear comfortable earth or neutral colour cotton clothes
« Carry Caps and Glares if possible

« Carry water bottles and stay hydrated

* Shoes should be comfortable rough use types

« If possible don’t flush birds to fly



Merlin App

TheCornellLab §

Merlin

ID Help: 7,500+ Species

Start Bird ID

Photo ID
Sound ID

Explore Birds

Explore Birds Q
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eBird account

TheCorneIILabﬁ of Ornithology m 2 Rafig Somani (rafiqgsomani) ¥
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eBlrd Submit Explore My eBird Science About News Help

MY STATS worLD My eBird

(355 ml 14

Species observed Complete checklists
14 Total

010 )0

Species with photos Species with audio
11 Observations 0 Observations

v

Days of checklist streak
Best streak: 1 days

ttps://ebird.org/about



somanytraveltales.com/bhigwan/
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One Planet Many Stories

Welcome! UNESCOWHS  Nature & Wildlife  Places  Eating & Shopping  Attractions  SoMany Creations  AboutUs ~

ature & Wildlife » Bhigwan Bird Sanctuary [A Big One for Birds]

Recent Posts

Sunder Nursery — Delhi's Central Park 08/03/2022

Dr. Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary Pune — [A Small Haven for Birds]
14/02/2022

5 Things to do in Nashik 04/01/2022

Humayun's Tomb in Delhi 03/01/2022

Exploring Agra Fort 27/12/2021

Itimad-ud-Daulah and Akbar's Tomb — Exploring Beyond Taj Mahal
03/12/2021

Around the World

London, Swiss Alps, Zurich_ Switzerland, Ayuthaya_ Thailand,
Vatican, Greenwich, Oxford_Cambridge, Pisa_Florence, Rome,
Venice, Hawaii, San Francisco, Buenos Aires, Abu Dhabi,

Vietnam, Dubai

Bhigwan Bird Sanctuary [A Big One for Birds]

10 Comments / Nature & Wildlife [ By meeramani

Incredible India!

Around Leh, Nubra Valley — Ladakh, Lamayuru - Ladakh, Pangong
Lake — Ladakh, Uttarakhand, Nainital, Jim Corbett, Bandipur, Ooty-
Coonoor, Khajuraho, Sanchi, Bhimbetka, Bhopal, Hampi, Pattadakal,

If you are a nature lover and want to see Flamingoes with all their grace and beauty, then a visit to Bhigwan should be on top of your list. It is a small town located in central
Maharashtra and is easily accessible from Pune, Baramati, and Ahmednagar, Wetlands created because of the Ujani dam on the Bhima river here have created a conducive
habitat for both residents as well as migratory birds. Bhigwan is also referred to as the Bharatpur of Maharashtra- a bird watchers’ paradise. The best time to visit Bhigwan is

hetween the months of Decemher and March when the water levels are shallow and ideal for mieratory hirds Einite, T T el DT D e b Eo e
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